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rectitude than an egg that has fallen upon the pave-
ment can be made a whole egg again. Hence, if
man was originally perfectly upright, and once broke
through the bounds which were intended to keep
him in that condition, a vast mental change must
have come over him. How great the change must
have been, none of us can tell by our own experience,
never having known the condition of perfect inno-
cence. Now if this gigantic change came over the
condition of original man, it is in full accordance
with what we know of the laws of heredity that the
posterity of original man should inherit his changed
moral condition. Hence the posterity were never
in the condition of original man, and therefore the
fundamental assumption tacitly made in the sort of
chance problem which I brought before you just
now, namely, that the probability of obedience to the
law of conscience was to be taken the same for pos-
terity as for original man, is one which must be
rejected altogether; and therefore the conclusion
which was based upon it, namely, that the second
hypothesis made God virtually the author of sin,
which the first hypothesis did directly, falls to the
ground.

The laws of heredity, it will be observed, are not
in any way chargeable with the misuse, by original
man, of the free will with which he was endowed.
They doubtless have their office to fulfil, whatever it